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January 13, 2010

Mr. John Fund

The Wall Street Journal

1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036

Dear Mr. Fund,

I was puzzled during the last couple of weeks to be asked why I was supporting something called
“universal voter registration,” which supposedly would allow all sorts of undesirable people to
register to vote. I was puzzied because I have had absolutely no involvement in such a proposal.

I asked my staff to check the source of the rumor, and we discovered that it is you. Apparently
last fall, you invented a story that Senator Schumer and I planned to introduce such legislation.
Pve since learned that Senator Schumer is working on legislation regarding voting, but I am told
that it does not remotely resemble your version of it. But more importantly to me is that I have
had no involvement with this whatsoever, with Senator Schumer or anybody else.

You simply made this up with regard to me. I must tell you that I was not surprised, because this
sort of fictionalized attack on political opponents has sadly become characteristic of many on the
right. And once you lied about me in this regard, several of your right-wing colleagues in the
media, including Rush Limbaugh, Glenn Beck and the Washington Times, repeated it.

I should note that, again not surprisingly, you made no effort to check with me or anybody who
works with me to find out if what you said was true. You made your assertion with no factual
basis and without any effort to verify it. To me, that qualifies as a lie.

So I now write not simply to tell you that you are entirely wrong in your assertion about me but,
in the absence of your being able to show any basis on which you made such a statement, to ask

that you acknowledge that fact. -
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BARNEY FRANK
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